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become weak-willed, when the strength to resist temptations has
diminished, it is necessary to encourage a person in his determi-
nation to submit to a rule or make some sacrifice. If, instead,
we ourselves oblige him to disregard a rule, we shall be encourag-
ing weakness. What has been said with regard to marriage applies
to many other affairs. Parents who desire to bring up their children
thoughtfully will be able to recall many such occasions when,
instead of helping the progress of their children, they have retar-
ded it.

[From Gujarati]
jfaoajwm, 15-12-1921

9,   LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI

Thursday [December 15, 1921]1

CHI,  DEVDAS,

I have your two letters. Your handwriting is as bad as the
contents are beautiful. Try your best. I know that you are under
pressure for time these days. Nevertheless, you have got to make
the effort.

Harilal has done good work. Have just heard that he has
been sentenced to six months5 rigorous imprisonment.

More in my letter to Mahadev2.

Blmings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 7775

10.   LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI
Thursday [December 15, 1921]3
CHr.  MAHADEV,
I did write to you almost everyday.   SwarupraniV  letter is
wonderful, which means your letter is wonderful, does it not?
1 Harilal was arrested on Sunday, December 11, 1921-
2 Mahadev Desai (1892-1942); Gandhiji's secretary for 25 years
3 In his letter to the addressee, dated  December 8, 1921, which was a
Thursday, Gandhiji had expressed the wish that  Swaruprani should write to
him;  he  also  mentioned  that he   could  readily scud  Pyarelal to assist the
addressee.. This letter was presumably written on the following Thursday,
4 Wife of Motilal Nehru